
Flowchart to determine impact of a study/studies with an associated retraction on a 
Cochrane review

(to be used in conjunction with accompanying Guidance Document)

Is the study/studies 
with an associated 
retraction an included 
study? 

NO The Review does not need assessing using this tool. 
See Step 1 of the accompanying guidance document 
for further information on how to handle this.

YES

Do any other included 
studies have an 
associated retraction 
(or Expression of 
Concern)?

YES

Consider all answers in this flowchart in the context 
of all studies that have an associated retraction. 
Consider conducting steps below for all studies with 
an Expression of Concern. 
See Step 2 of the accompanying guidance document 
for further information.

NO

What is the scale of 
contribution of the 
study/studies with an 
associated retraction?

Consider all points in Step 3 of the accompanying 
guidance document.

Is the study/studies 
with an associated 
retraction included in 
quantitative analysis?

YES
Carry out a sensitivity analysis to assess the effect of 
the study/studies with a retraction and then consider 
all points in Step 4 of the accompanying guidance 
document.

NO

Redo certainty or quality of the evidence assessment without the 
study/studies with an associated retraction, then consider all points in 

Step 5 of the accompanying guidance.

Combine results of all above assessments to determine the effect of the 
study/studies with a retraction on the review, considering all points in 

Step 6 of the accompanying guidance document.
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