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Preparing, maintaining and promoting the accessibi l i ty of
systematic reviews of the effects of health care interwentions

3. A Cochrane review on rhe effecrive-
ness of mulddisciplinary Stroke Units

for acute care helped a Canadian facility

minimize the impacr of budgec cuts on

their stroke patienrs. As a resuir, a

planned cut in occupational rherapy

sraffing was modified.

4. In Denmark, rhe Cochrane review on

the efficacy of routine ultrasound exam-

inations in pregnant women led the

National Board of Health to withdraw

irs recommendation that pregnant
women have routine ultrasound exams.

5. An economist and civil servant in

Mysore, India used information from a

Cochrane review to help establish

benchmarks for evaluation of the

National Blindness Control
Programme.

6. A widely publicized and conrroversial

Cochrane Review suggests rhat wide-

spread use of albumin in padents with

hypovalaemia, burns or hypopro-

teinaemia results in between 1000 and

3000 excess deaths every yer in

England and Wales. Clinicians,

researchers and policymakers are calling

for moraroria on indiscriminate use of

albumin.

Gochrane Gollaboration
prompts chanses fClI
Examples show worldwide impact N/
Cochrane collaborarors are experiencing
widespread success. We are influencing

policres, research agendas, merhodologies,

and clinical practices. Recently collabora-

rors shared examples of this success; brief

summaries of many that were submirted

follow.

As pan of their examples, people shared

lessons learned, barriers encountered and

facilitating factors for affecting change.

These will be explored in detail in a ple-

nary session at the Cochrane Colloquium
in Baltimore Sunday , Ocl25 at 1:30 p.m.

1 . Consultants at St. George's Hospital in

London changed their managemenr of

acute asrhma, wirh predicred savings of

thousands ofpounds ayeer, based on a

Cochrane review

2. A patient-directed handout containing
informarion from a Cochrane sfstemat-

ic review of antibiodcs and acure otitis

media changed prescriprion rares in a

general practice populacion in south

London.



Golloquium focuses on creating partnerships
to act on systematic review evidence

6th International
Gochrane
Golloquium:

Systematic
Reviews:
Evidence for Action

October 22-26
Renaissance HarborPlace
Hotel
Balt imore, MarYlandr USA

For detai lsr see the
Balt imore Gochrane Genter
website:
wwtrv.cochrane.org

Request a registration form
from GourtesY Associates bY
phone (1-202-97 3-8685) or
iax (1-2O2-331-0{ l1).

Make hotel reservations bY
phone (1-410-547-{200}  or
tax (141O-539-5780).

Kay (Taddy) Dickersin

Director

Baltimore Cochrane Center

This year's Collocluium is panicularly

exciring--ir represents rhe flfth anniver-

sary of the Coliaboration's inauguration.

Together we'll share in the signrficanr

achievements and develoPments of rhe

past five years. This year's rheme is

clesigned to highlight the

Collaboration's intercst in partnering

with providers, poli.:ymakers and thc

public to act on the evidence provrdecl

by sysremarrc reviews.

-fhe 
program involves 100 nrct'r ings .rl-

Cochrane enriries, 25 workshoPs, 35

pladorm sessions, 80 posters and 12 ple-

nary sessions.  Plenary sessions rvr l l

cover consumer issues, ctrlrural . l i ffcr-

e nces in  i lo ing and interprcrrng

Cochrane reviews, revierv tlualit l ; estab-

lished and furure partnerships wirh oth-

ers, anll more. \\brkshops will bc bori-r

han.ls-on and iarget cliclacrrc sessiclns.

We have made every efforr to respond to

your requesrs and to bring a variety of

perspectives to the Collocluium. We

hope you will come and sharc your

views as well!

We also are focusing on fincling ways ro

ensure that newcomers to rhe

Collaboration feel as comfortable as

possible, as quickly as possible. Sessions

especially designed for newcomers Are

schedtrled for Thr.rrsclay from 1 p.m. to

4:30 p.nr. These focus on familiarizing

partrcipants with the work of the

Col laborar ion, rhe jargon, si 'stemaric

reviews, ancl rhe Cochrane Library-

The Colloqtrium sire is on Baltimore's

Inner Harbor and close to lots clf activi-

ties for adults and kids, inclucling muse-

ums, boat ing and restaurants. The

Balrimore Cochrane Center is honored

ro hc',sr this year's evenr' We look for-

rv,rrcl ro wel:oming you ro Baitimorel

Surround yourself with
fish at Thursday
nightts opening recep'
t ion at the National
Aquarium.

Sit  among the locomo'
t ives in the Roundhouse
Friday night banquet at
the Balt imore and Ohio
Rai lroad Museum'

Sunday night continues a Golloquium
tradit ion. Part icipants are randomly
assigned to dine at one of
Baltimore's great restaurants.



tolloquium Program Preview
THURSDAY

Day for Newcorners

8am-6prn

Registration

1 p m - 3 p m

PLENARI': Lrtroduction to Cochlatre

Collaboration

Joseph Leu

Chlis Silagy

Andy Oxman

Alexia Antczak-Boukoms

Sreven Goodtlan

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Lunch

1:30 -  3130 pm
Paper Sessions/Workshops

4 p m - 6 p m
PLEN AR)': Difleling per -

specrives of Cochrane
Carl Kupfer

John Ioantrides

flict resolution; 6 coucurrent workshops

11 arn - 12:30 pm
P:rper Sess ions / Workshops

12:30 -  1:30 pm
Lunch

1:30 -  2130 pm
Business meetitig: Is the CC succeeding?

Chris Silagy

2:)0 - 3:45 pm
PLENARY Cousumers at.rd Evidence-

based Medicine
Flan Visco
Holly Arkinson

Alejandro Jadad
B:rrbara Meredtth
Kimiko Goldberg

7 P -
Concert OR Ca\'pso Sail

SUNDAY

8 am - 9100 arn
Brcakfast, registration

11 am - 12:30 pm
Paper Sessions /\Vorkshops

7 P ^
ConGrence Banquet

SATURDAY
8 a m - 9 a m

Breaklast, regisrration

9 am - 10130 am

2 large dida.:ric workshops otr

statistics for newcotters aud con-

12:30 - 1:30 pm
Lunch

1:30 - 3:00 pm
PLENARY: Purting

Cochrane Evidence inro
Action

Cindy Mulrow

Davina Ghersi

Peter Gotzsche

Sandy Oliver

Elaure Chiquene

Valerie Lawrence

Scort Richardson

Karen Stamm

\)0 - ):45 pn

T. C. Chalmers Award

3:45 - 5:)0 pm

PLENARY: CulruLal dif fcrerrces in doing an.l

interprerrng sysrematic reviews

Lynn Payer

Kiichiro Tsutart

Sue Lockwood

Lee Newcomer

7 p ^
Randomized Dir-u-rer

MONDAY

8 a m - 9 a m

Breakfast

9 am - 10:15 am

PLENARY Furure Dire*ions

10:45 - 12100 pm
PLENARY: Partnerships with other

ofgalllzanons

David Lipman

John M. Eisenberg

Fran Visco

Muir Gray

12 pm

Fareweil Lunch

Jimmy Voimink
Gill Gyte

3:30 prn - 4:30 prn
PLENARY TIIC

Cochlane Librari' for
r)ewaol'ne f s

Mark Sr: lr

AlejandLo JeJaJ
Lrs:r Bero

Rechcl Stancliffe

6 prn

Newcolttct Reccp-11qn

7 p n

General Reception

FRIDAY
S a l n - 9 a n r

Breaklrst, regisrratiotr

9 arn - 10:30 arn

PLENARY: \\/elcotne

Chris Silagl,

Andl 'Oxm,rn

Key Dickersin

Steven Goodman

Mayor Kurr Schmoke

Wayne B.Jonas

Doug Kemerow

11:00 - 12:30 pm

PLENARY: Qualiry and

rhe CC

Hilda Bastian

David N'loher

Lisa Bero



Gochrane reviews affect clinical practice,
research, policy and education
Conthued Jrom P. 1

7. In Australia, the
National Health

and Medical Research Council is

cxamining ways to ensure that all

clinical trials are prospectively regrs-

terecl "ro facilitare the activiries ofrhe

Cochrane Collaboration."

8. The 
'lmplications for research" sec-

rion of Cochr;rne reviews help rhe

UK's Flealth Te .hnology

Assessment Programme idenrify evr-

.1ence gaprs e:rch ye:rr.

9. T'he Scotrish lnrercc'rllegi:rte

Gtr idei ines Network uses the

Cochrane Library for lirerarure

searches.

I O. e Nordrc scienrist calculated the

number of hypertensives needed to

rreat per year to prevent cardiovascu-

lar events in the elderly based on fig-

ures in a Cochrane review He's work-

ing on a shorr report ofrhe review to

promote the Cochrane Library and

its importanr results to Danish gen-

eral pracririoners.

11 .  In India, the journal Indi ' tn

Pcdr,;trli.s has agreecl to pubhsh

reviews from the Acute Respiratory

Infect ions Col laborat ive Review

Group. Ir's hoped that local exPerts

u'ill comment on the reviews and

stimul;rte interest in generating local

data to cletermine wherher reviews

based on results of rrials done in

orher counrries are valid locally'

12.  Evic lence f rom rhe Cochrane

Library on stroke and behavior

change shaped rhe conrent of two

narional newsletters in the U.S. fot

Vererans Administrarion physicians

and managers.

13. The Nordic Cochrane Cenrre

successfully recommencicd a regula-

r ion rhar  cvcr) '  invesr igaror  in

Denmark rerluesting al.rproval fttr a

protocol musr have revieu'ed .rl l  relc-

vant l irerarure.

14. Bcfo.e funcling nt-u'trr,t ls, rhc LIK

Medical  Re se arc l - r  Cotrnc i l  no\ \ '

rec lu i res appl icanrs ior  r r i , r ls  to

Answer whether a s)'stemarle rertieu'

has been done an.l what $'erc its

findings. They alsc' esk .ttrrlrors c'rf

sysrematic reviervs ro rcfe rce ,tpplica-

rions for new research.

15.  Arr rhors tn nranl '  \ 'ou l r r r ics arc

using Cochrane revieu's ir.r .levelclp-

ing chapters for medical texrl'tooks'

16. Peter

Langhorne's review

on stroke unirs influenced narional

pol icy in Scorland. The Acute

Services Review now states, "There

is evidence thar organised srroke care

with coordinared multrdisciplinary

rehabiliration results in berter our-

comes for parients."

17 .  Obstetr ic ians in Oxfordshire,

England rewrote the delivery srute

policy for corticosreroid use in

women delivering babies prematurely

after hearing evidence from a

Cochrane review presenred ac a

lunchrrme seminar.

{ 8. The newiy constitured Cochrane

Col laborat ive Review Group on

Breasr Cancer recenrly assisted in

developing evidence-based p3-ridelines
[or  advan.ed  brcasr  .An. .c r  in

Ausrralia.

{ 9. The Durch Cochrane Centre

regulariy meers u,ith a support orga-

nizarion for Dutch specialtl ' sc-rcieties

!o aclvise lirerature searches for

guideline development.

2O. Cochrane reviews were ttsecl to

prepare national asthma guidelines rn

Brirarn, Canacla, India anci Ausrralia,

and to inform rhr' Effectiveness

Protocols produced by rhe Welsh

Office .

21 . ln North America, governnlent-
funcletl Evidence-based Practice

Cenrers are using rhe Cochrane

Library to identiff information for

rheir evidence reports. They also are

col laborat ing with Cochrane

Collaborative Review Groups and

Cochrane Cenrers.

22. in rhe UK, Cochrane reviews

have been used in the producrion of

narional guidelines for osteoporosis.

23. In Australia, drug companies

increasingly use results of Cochrane

reviews to apply to the srate system

for reimbursement coverage,

24. The National Healrh Service
(NHS) in England made clear in an

official document that NHS Trusts

and Health Commissions are expect-



J
Gochrane reviews
Continued t'rom P. 4

ed ro use Cochrane Library researcir

evidence ro guide decisions about

heal th care provisron.  NHS staf f

train l ibrarians and orher ttsers in

ho,v ro use rhc Cochrane L ihrar i r

25.  The UK N;r t ional  Chi ldbi r rh

Trtrsr is lobbying to encotirage use of

a stlture marerial assc-,ciate11 in a

Cochrane revrcg, q'rth rc,,luced pain

follotvr ng I 'cri nca I rcpalr.

26. In rhe Nerherlan.ls, Cochrane

collat'rorarors have he lped develop

inrcr.l isciplina11' *uri lelines for ankle

ZZ. Jr.i-,.ane revie*'s are berng adcled

ro ln inruir ivc tnf  ornr. t t l .s progranl

ro support chnicai clecision-making

being rested ar Sranforcl University in

rhe U.S. The program willbe used ro

provide c'rn-line continuing educarion

ro r-ofnrrurhirl ' physr,'ians rri4ng ro

answer patienr-specific cluestions.

28. Muiriple counrries are involved in

informarics projecrs that include the

Cochrane Library and rhar aim to

deliver evidence-based informarion at

the time of clinical decision-making.

29. I" Brtzll, the Cochrane Centre is

helprng foster an evidence-base cl

medical culrure. Ir srarred in 550 tele-

vrsion shows broadcast nationwide

on Evidence-based Medicine.

3O. The UKs MedicalRoyal Colleges

has agreed ro address the issue of all

doctors being trained ancl appraised

in skills related to criticai appraisal of

research evidence, prompted b1'a rec-

ommendarion from rhe UK

Cochrane Cenrre.

3{. The italian Cc-rchrane Cenrre

acrively promotes making evidence-

basecl healrh care a reality'. They col-

laborare u'ith rhe Regional Health

Agency of Emilia Romagna to aid

guideline production, local adapra-

r ion anJ implemenrarion.

32. Some health organizations who

use the Cochrane Library have iden-

tified central knowledge officers ro

help keep members of their systems

up-to-date.

33. The British Medical Journal and

American College of Physicians are

using Cochrane reviews in rheir

planned Clinical Effectiveness

Direcrory, which wiil be a compendi-

um of rherapeuric informarion for

the general practirioner.

34. I.t the UK, Cochrane reviews ancl

DARE reviews have been used in

workshops to illusrrare how evidence

can be generated and discussed by

therapists and consumers working

rogether for evidence-based decision-

making. Changes in reviews based on

consuner input have been made.

35. The UK's Narional Health

Service Cenrre for Reviews and

Disseminarion used Cochrane

reviews to prepare a ser ics o[

informed choice leaflers for women.

36. I.r China, several different train-

ing programs for searching and

applpng evidence as well as critically

appraising evidence will be offered ro

clinical doctors, information experts,

policymakers and edirors of Chinese

medical iournals.

Did you know?
477 otganizations

provide funding for the Cochrane Collaboration
in

33 countries.
Source: The Cochrane Librar1,, lssue 2, 1998. Look under 

'Abour the Cochrane Collaboration," and

rhenurrder,.Sourcesofsupport. , ,List isa1plrabetica1,orglrr izedb1'courltr1,.

sPrarns



Th,anks, clwi,st

"Cbris' style is paradoxical: open,
relaxed and unpretentious. Yet,
behind tbat calm exterior lurks a
bighu ambitious andfocused mind
with the will and energy to get
tbings done - with a patented gende
pushiness. "

Andy Oxman

Steps that will be hard to follow
n+tdy Oxnan

Itutninj Cluir

common phe nclme non wi th

elecrecl posirions is th;rt the

people you want clon'r run, and

rhe peoplc *'ho .un, ),ott don'r want.

Thar is nor rhe case with Chrrs. Chris

\{ 'as so gooJ, rn l . rer,  rhar thc Sr. 'cr ing

Group prevailed upon hrm ro conrinue

as Chair a yerrr [-te1'ond hrs original man-

clare; a vicrin.r of hrs own strccessl

The first Sreerrnq Group meering rh:rr

Chris chairecl rvas an amazing fcar.

Afrer rhe first ilay's meetlng rn'hcn Chris

rvas clecterl Chair, there ren-rainecl ar-r

agenda rhar fil led half a clozen flp ch.rrr

pages. Chris managecl ro organtze the

ager'tda iluring tl-re night ancl sta.t the

n'reetrng appearinu fresh and r:elaxetl rhe

next morning. H" stee.ecl us rhrotigh

the cntire agencla with rrmc left ovcr ro

get in a couple of hours on tirc streets ,rf

San Francis,:o. Horv clid hc c1o rirar?

As Cirair of rhe Steering Groult, Chris

always has kepr a steady hancl on rhe

helm. He constanrly remincls us rhat

every problem does nor need ro L'te

solved with a new rtile or A new com-

mittee, helping to keep unnecessary

bureaucracy to a minimum. He makes

sure rhat rhe policies and clecisions of

rhe Sreering Group ref lecr rhe

Collaboration's principles.

At che Colloquia, Chris chaired the

annual business meecings. I am told

they have been clocked at 15 minutes or

less. Yet afrerward, Chris has been able

to provide crystal clear summaries of

where the Collaboration is at and

engage rhose presenr in discussion,

always giving the appearance rhat you

are sirting wirh him relaxing in rhe sun

ar a sidewalk cafe. How does he do ir?

It rs harcl ro imagine somerlne L.,errer

strited to represent the Collaborarion in

meerings around rhe world, as Chris h;rs

done, both on his 'worlcl tour' to meer

wrth people in a wide range of organrza-
rions abour rhe Collaborarion, ancl in

subse,-1uent rrips, of u'hich rhere have

l'reen manl'. When cloes he sleep?

Like nrany successful people Chris oper-

ilres ar ;l pace that leaves the rcsr of us
cxhaust.'r'l jusr u,arching. Llnlike many

orhcr ambitrous people, he somehow
manages tcl keep up this pace and act on
his ambir ion of u 'hat the Cochrane

Collal-'orarion is all abour. The u'ay in

which he has tacklecl his health prob.
lems, reflected rhoughtfully on rhese,
learnecl fron'r them and shared this with
rhe rest of us (all wirhout missing a

stepl) is an inspiration to me anc1, I

know to many orhers.

I am not even going to try ro follow in

Chris' steps when he steps down as

Chair of the Sreering Group in Ocrober,
bur I am going to try to figure out how

he does ir, bomle it, and drink from the
joy of being blessed with such wonder-

ful colleagues.

Chris Silagl leuves ofrce as Cbair of the

C ocbr,tne Collab oration's Ste er ing Gr o up at

tbe Colloquium in October. Cochrqne

News solicited letters to thunk Chris t'or hk
contributions. More t'ollow on tbe next

Page.



Frot+uJinl ldwingbru

Collab uatioto Surtayiat
In allour dealings rogether, Chris always
iooks for the kind interprerarion of someone's
actions, appreciares fully the worth of people s
contriburion ro rhe work of rhe organizarion,
and has set me a grear example ro follow in
my own daily dealinss. It's quire a privilege ro
be closely associated with someone of such
energli drive and inregrity - challenging, bur
eniovable rool

F-ront ?{rilip,, i,,l idl,lp*o tr,

Au4Va/atia"n, Co cluax"e Cctl&.
Chris Silagy has one of the quickest mrnc-ls I

know He combines this wirh a rare abil ir l '

ro effecrively communrcare his icleas anc-l

assessments, no nlafter who the atrdrence is.

Chris emboclies whar the Cochrane

Col laborar ion is  a l l  abour -  v isron,  cncrg) ' ,

respecr ancl comp.rssron for c-,rhe.s antl an

almost obsessive drive ro make a global and

worrhr.r'hile c-lifference ro all c-rf healrh care.

Fromt Brian

Canndian C^oclwan*. Cetr.tt?

Chris Silagy's preclecessor as CG Chair likened Cochrane to a plane
that had taken off rvrrhor.rr rhe necessary complemenr of devices:
doors, alrimeters, ailerons, erc. (I've forgorten rhe complere lisr of
deficiencies!). Many people predicred Cochrane's early crash and
demise. But Chris Silagy has helped us all ro find a way for
Cochrane to not onll'sra1'rn rhe air, but "straighten up and fly right"
(most of rhe rimel). Thanks from all of us for keeping us airborne!

Fruu lain, C,hal*xnr, Daye sacke
UK CocltanpCan*e
The successful evolurion of rhe Collaborarion over the past rhree
years owes more to Chris rhan ro any other individual. This debt
exrends to Jane and rheir boys for supporting Chris during rhis ve.y
busy time in the life of rhe Silagy family. We offer our sincere rhanks
to Chris for ensuring rhar rhe article we co-aurhored with him (ro
mark the 25th anniversary of publicarion of Archie Cochrane's
Effecciveness and Efficiency) was nor simply a progress reporr.
Withouc everfthing Chris has done for rhe Collaborarion over rhe
past three years, our paper might simply have been rhe final reporr of
a project to which, rhanks ro his leadership, many rhousands of peo-
ple are now conrriburing.

Fronz Dad^d, wellpt
Au"tfualasian CocAranp Ccjl&e
Chris' colleagues in some of his other roles,
such as professor ofgeneral practice, are
constanrly astounded ar his capaciry for
hard work, his skills in encouraging others
to reach their highesr porenrial, and his fun-
damental integrity and decency. One thing
is for sure - Chris willhave no trouble fil l-
ing his'spare" time now rhac his
Chairmanship is finishing!

Ftont )Qttiu Botf/l,

WtshCorluanpCen&e
The most dif{icult challenge for any bril-
liant proposal, such as rhe consrirurion of
the Cochrane Collaborarion, is ro esrablish
an operational framework in which ideal-
ism can be coupled wirh effecrrveness and
efficiency...The Collaborarion has grown
and marured a gteat deal..It is clear rhar
Chris has shown much more dedicarion,
responsibiliry and impam than many of us.
We should be proud of his excepdonal per-
sonal and professional contributions.

F'romt Betlta,
,t"lusculns kd.e.l, Rcttiur Qrouy
His name says ir all.
CHRIS SILAGY is a,

Gollabo.aror, continuall y impr ov tng rhe qua liry
of work!

Hlgh builder on rhe enrhusiasm of orhers!
Reviewer, consranrly ensuring relevance!
lnterpretarive person wirh an inruirive narure!
Smoking cessation expert! Ti"ies hard ro avoid
bias!

Splee.t free person!
lnternarional participanr!
Lover of up ro date informacion, always ensunng
access for orhers!

Avid avoider of duplicarion. Mulciplication is
his specialcy!

Gifred communicaror-confl ict resolver!
Young hard working individual. A farher, hus-
band, docror, parienr, colleague, menror, and
hero-bur most of all a friend!

Ftonu Ci*dy Moilroar
SaJtAnbnin
CocltanpCezt*
Thank-you Chris Silagy,
- You trailblazer wirh a
penchanr for building
bridges
- You gracious, broad-
rninJe. l  crumenir 'aI  spir-
i r .
Thank 1'ou for keeping

1'our feer close to rhe

ground and your vision
hrgh in the cloucl
-For probably achieving
titanium frequcnr flyer
starus
- For your dedicadon
and perseverance
Thank you for your
gooc{ humor and
remarkable signarure
leadership.



Baltimore Genter to
close in November
Activities to merge with New England Center

Kay (Taddy) Dickersin

Director

Baltimore Cochrane Center

A s some of 1'ou knoil', I accePr-

A ed a new posirion effective

I \;"ty 7, 1998 at Bror'"'n

Universit;' in Proviclence, Rhocle

Island. Becausc- of rhe wa/ ProJect
funding works in the LlS, ancl becausc

no one affiliated wirh the Balrimore

Cochranc C.:nrer (BCC) wishes or is

,rbie ro take a lertclership role, rhe BCC

will formalll't.lc.rse ancl nlerge its actir'-

irics wirh rhe Ner.v England Cochrane

Center (NECC).

Joseph Lau, Director of rhe NECC,

has graciously offered rhat i assume

the posr of Associate Direcror of rhat

Center, which is aborrt 50 minures

from Brown Universrty' The Steering

Group has approvecl rhis proposal, ie,

thar I, as parr of the NECC, continue

to have rhe responsibiliry for rhe func-

ric'rns related to trials regisrration that

rhe BCC has ha.{ s in.c i rs inccprion'

These funcrions incluc'le rhe Master

Lrst darabase and rhe Processing
retluirecl for CENTRAL and the

MEDLINE projects.

Given rhat rhe BCC is in rhe midsr of

rhe MEDLINE retapging Project and

we are hosting the Colloquium in

October, the BCC will not physically

close unril somerime in November' At

that time we will distribute informa-

rion abour where tc-r send Hand Search

Registrarion Forms, submissions of

search results and any other BCC

related correspondence.

Karen Robinson has chc',sen not ro

make the rnove tl'irh lrtc ro Brown

Universiry and rvrl l be looking for

o rhe r  cmp lo l 'men r  op i r c ' l l l l n i r t es '

Karen r.r'ill be sorely missed by me, per-

sonallyl ancl I am sure by Cochranires

in general, in her BCC role' She has

rold me thar she u'oulcl like ro sray

rnvolved in Coilrborarion ;rctivit ies. I

Am happy to repor t  that  Enc

lvlanheimer, who has been working on

Cochrane relare.l acrtvittes for abotrr 6

monrhs, ancl with u'hom sttmc of you

have interactecl, has a$rccJ to n1o\/c

with me ro Brou'n Unir.'ersir1"r'hete he

will assume manl' of Karcn's ( Llrr( 'nt

c-iurie s.

Dutch Gentre
under new
leadership

Anton de Craen and Nlarrir-r Ofiiinqa

are rhe new co-direcrors of rhe Dur.:h

Cochrane Cenrre. The Sreenng Grotrp

of the Cochrane Co11rrb,-.,rarror't

approved rhe directorshtp ro fll l the

vacancy creared by Jos Kleijne n's rnove

to rhe Centre for Reviews and

Disseminarion in York, UK, where he

now servcs as dire,-ror.

E-mail conracts for the directors are:

aj.decraen@amc.uva.nl
m.offringa@amc.uva'nl

New Steering
Group members
take office at
Golloquium

Neu41'-electe d representatives u'ill take

office for three years as members of

rhe Steering Group, at rhe Annrial

Ccneral  Mccr ing heing hc lJ  . l t r r ing rhc

B: t l r in tore Col lo , l t r i t rm (  I  :  30 p.nr . ,

Octobcr 24).

Representing
Gollaborative Review
Groups:
Chris Williams
Gynaecological Cancer GrouPr

Peter Langhorne

Srroke Group

Representing Gentres:

Jimmy Volmink
Sotrth African Cochrane Centre

Gerd Antes
German Cochrane Centre

Representing Methods
Working GrouPs:
Mike Clarke
Methods Working Group on Revier'r's

using Individual Patient Data

Representi ng Gonsumers:
Hilda Bastian (re-elected)

Consumer Nerwork
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Spotlight on groups

Established

February 1997 a,s rhe Brain and Spinal Cord
Injury Group; name change in November
1997
Based at
Instirure of Child Health, London, UK
Coordinating Editor
Ian Roberrs

Institure of Child Healrh
30 Guilford Srreet
London, WCIN 1EH UK
Ph: 0171 242 9789 ext 2176
Fax;0171 242272]

Email: Ian.Roberts@ich.ucl.ac.uk

Review Group Coordinator
Frances Bunn
Ph +44 I7I 2429789 ext2655
Fax +44 177 242 2723
Email: F.Bunn@ich.ucl.ac.uk

Editors

Phi lAlderson, UK

Simon Flemrnger, UK
Terry Klassen, Canada
Fred Rivara, USA
Mariangela Taricco, Italy

Graham Teasdale, UK
Expanded scope of the CRG
All conrrolled trials of inrerventions in rhe pre-
vention, trearment and rehabilitarion of rrau-
matic injury, including the emergency resuscira-
rion of seriously injured and burned patienrs.
Excluded are orchopaedic trauma
(Musculoskeletal lnjuries Group) and care of
burn wounds (Wounds Group).
Sampling of 11 completed reviews
Albumin administration in critically ill padenrs
Anti-epileprics following brain injury
Barbirurates in the management of severe brain

in;ury

Crystalloids vs. colloids in fluid resuscitarion
Hyperventilarion in rhe managemenr of severe head

rnJury

Pool fencing & drowning prevenrion in children
Mannitol in severe head iniury

Established
1997
Based at
Thc Universrry of California at San Francisco
Coordinating Editor

George \\'. Rurircrford, MD
AI DS Resea.r.:h lnstittrre
74 Neu' N{onrgomery Srreet, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA USA 94105
Ph:  +1-415-597-9108
Fax: * I -4I5-597 -9213

t,nrai l: grurherford@psg.ucsf.edu
Review Group Coordinator
Gail Kennedp MPH
PIr :  +1-415-597-9 j7 )
Fax: * 1-415-597 -9125/92Ij

Email: gkennecly@psg.ucsf.edu
Editors

Carlos Crrceres, Lima, Peru

Janer Darbl'shire, London, UK
Rikch arc'l GIazier, Toronro, Canacla

John loannrclis, Bethesda, USA

John Kaldor, Syciney, Australia

Greet Peersn'ran, Lonc{on, UK
Ellen Sogolowl Atianta, USA
Treatmenr Co-Eclitor, ro be named

Constrmer Representarive, Kevin Osborne,
Sc'ruth Africa

Scope of the CRG
Conduct systematic reviews of randomizecl

conrrolled trials ancl orher inrerventions wirir
clinical, serologic, behavioral and economic
outcomes for rhe presention ancl rrearmenr of
HIV infection and AIDS

Sampling of l5 reviews in progress
EfGcts of chemokine ancl chemokine recepror

genot/pes on HIV disease
Cosr-effectiveness of HIV behavioral prevenrion

programs
Effeitiveness of HIV C6rT in changing risk

behaviors
Zidovudine for prevenrion of perinarally rransmrr-

ted HIV



Brglrt ldpat
Find external revieu'ers for proto-

cols and reviews &om other CRGs

(Collaborative Review Groups)

Rosalind L. Smyth

Cystic Fibrosis Group

On cverl'absrract and prorocol, the Cochrane C1'sric

Fibrosis Group asks one person to Peer review who is unfa-

miliar u.ith the subject area, bur untlersttrncls rhe methocl-

ological aspecrs of undertaking a Cochrane revierv ofren a

coorclinarinq editor or ediror of another CRG.

Says Sm1'rir, "l have been wcll ar,"'are rhat ir is a lor to ask of

indivrcluals who alteacly are very busy ancl whose prioriries

must iie u'rrh their own lyouPs. However, very few i-rave

de.:linecl anil all are acknowleclged on our Module. In manl'

insrances, it has been a muntal learning Process and has

hrghlighred the differenr challenges thar groups facc r'r'irh

tl 'reir reviervs...For exam;rle, the Infecticlus Diseases Grou;r

has a srrong emphasis on rnaking reviews inrelligible ro Ia1'

reaclers and rhis also has become clur pracrice."

Two new groups formed

Thc Lung Cancer Gt'oup was lcgisrered with rhe Collabolation

Sc;.t9n16.. 7'

I ) 1 .  ? t . I V I ! ' l  D ! r l l f l t l

Cooltiurating EJrtol

N'lr.JP Gluttrng
Revrr'w Gr c--Lrp Coordittrtor'
c,/cl Centro Cochrar-re Espa

Fr.urda.:io P:rrk Tauli

Ll8 20.9- SabrJell ( Bar,:clonr )

Spaur

Tcl + 1.tr 91 723 1094

Fex + l '1 91 72) )BA1

E-nail  jpgluning@siberie.chpr'es

The Heart Group was regisreled wirh the Collaboration July 22

Prof Sh,rh Ebrahim

Coordinaring Edrtor

De1.r11rn.rl, of Ptimary Care and Population Sciences

Roi'rl Frec & Univelsiry College London N{edical School

Rowland Hill Sceet

London NW3 2PF

TeI +14 (0)171 830 2219

Fax +44 (O) 171 794 1224

E-mail shah@rfltsn.r.ac.uk

L@

Gochrane Collaborative
Review Groups

Full details ir tlse Cochrane L.ibr,try, or -fron fhe nearest Coclv'one

Centt (see bach page)

Acure respiretor f  in lcct ions lAu.srr . i l t . r )

Airw.rys (UK)

Brr.:k sub-group (Canada)

Brerst c:rncer (Austr ' :r l ie)

CoL.r.ecral iancer (Dcnm:i lk l

Cons ur.rr ers 8i com m utric:rriotr,. A ust r .tl r.t

Cystic fiblosis (UK)

Denrettrta & cogttrt ive imPairnrenr .LrK
Dcpr'.'5.516t t, anxrerl' & tt euro.st.s ( Ncr.u Z c.Li.l I r.1

Developmenr;r l ,  psy,:hosoci:r l  & leartrrn{ probLcnrs LIK)

Drr,rss 8: ;rlcohol (lta1y)

E:1, uosc & t lrro:rt  disorclels (LrK) NEW

Etfectrvc plactice & orglrti::rriotr of care (UK)

F.pr iepsy ' iUK)

E1'es .rnJ vrsion iUK)
Fer tr lrq lcgtt lr tr t . .n i  Nerlrerlenc{s)

Gi n.tci .r l . ,gr.el . : lncel iUK)
i l c . r r r  L I K  N E W

I 1cp: r r r , -b r l r . r l r '  [ )cnnr , r l k )

|  { l \ ' r ' , \  l l )S  S . r t r  l : r r t rc rs . :o1

Hi '1 ' . '1  161151q- '11 .  S.r l r  ADtonio)

l i r . t r n ru r c r r . c  ,  UK l

. lnt i i r roLrs f ) rscases (UK)

ln fl.rnr ur.tri-.rJ F,ori'el diselse

Crur. rJ. r

l r r i r : r c s  ,  U K

Lung (-. inicr '  ,Spain) NEW

\lcnstru:r i  . l isordels & subferr i l i ry '  (Ne*' Zealand)

\ lovcur c'r)r Jtsordcrs ( PortLrgal)

Nlulrrpl. '  scLcrosrs ( I ta\ ')

l \ lLrs. uloskele rel (Can:rdr)

N luseuloskcleral injuries (tIK'rNew Zealand)

Neoir.rt :r l  1( ienede)
Ncur.rmus.'ul,rr dise:rse ( UK)

OL. r l  her l r l r  (UK)

P:rrn. 1..rlli.rrive and supportive c:rre (UK)

Perr1.|1e1J v:rscul:ll diseases (UK)

Plegn:urci' and childbirth (UK)

Plostaric . l iseeses and urologic cancers (USA)

Renal (France)

Schi;ophrenia (UK)

Sk in  (UK)

Stroke (UK)

Tobacco addicrion (UK)

Upper gastrointestinal & pancreatic diseases (UK) NEW

Wounds (UK)

Probable GRGs
Anaesrhesia (Denmark)

sTD (USA)
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Opinion

Datadriven or quest ion-dr iven?
Bur rlterc is an cvr'n nrore lnrl)orranr
reason why we shoulci nor be pur off
doing reviews where the re are ferv
RCT3. If we ,'onfine sysrcnrari,'
reviews to areas where there are lots of
RCTs, rhen rhe work of rhe group
becomes data-driven rather than rrues-
r ion-drrven. Sincc rhe chnical  rr ia i
agenda of a small specialiry such as
dermatoiogy is heavily governed by rhe
prioriries of the pharmaceurical indus-
rry, reviewers wouid be colluding wirh
such an agenda if rhey jusr dicl rheir
reviews in areas where rhere are lors of
data. It is imporranr rherefore that rhe
Cochrane Skin Group does not limir
irself to areas where there are lors of
rrials, otherwise we will be conrribur-
ing ro the evidence gap.

Lack of RCTs in dermarology is going
to be a recurring issue for rhe
Cochrane Skin Group, but we should
publicise ir and nor hide ir our of view
So my final advice is thisr if you have a

(luesrion rhat you rhink is imporranr ro
people who have a skrn condition, rhen
ask it and lbllow rhe review rhrough
regardless of how much dara are our
there. And, remembe6 no more peeprngl

Letter

Dedicate
Gochrane
Library to
patients in
controlled trials

Jenny Hist, Co-Chair
Insulin Dependent
Diabetes Trust, UK

I strongly supporr rhe suggestion thar
rhe Cochrane Library is dedicared to
all rhose who have participated in con-
rrolled rrials.

Not only do rhose people represent rhe
consumers of health care who acrually
are the ultimare reason for all medical
research, bur rhey help ro provide rhe
evidence consumers need ro provide
the mosr effective merhods of health
care. Withour rhese people there
would be no trials and we, rhe con-
sumers, would be ar the mercy of
assumprions, biases and myths.

Publishing reviews with few RGTs
sti l l  advances scienG€r funding
Limiting systematic reviews to areas where there are lors of trials contributes to the evidence gap

Hyu'el Williams
Reprinted from the Skin Group
Newsletter, May 1998

PLrblishing a re vicw of a common slun
cliscasc or of a widely usecl skin rre ar-
menr anil fint{ing no RCTs is cxtreme-
ly, important - rhis is our only chance
of influencing ftrniling aurhorities ro
conclucr thc rnals rhat sl"rould have
ltecn done I'ears ago. Mosr narional
[un.Lng hto.{ics ri ' i l l nor cnrcrtain a
clinicai trial rhese days u.irhour a prior
sysrenratic review. So the effort is nor
wastecl, e spe cialiy if rhe revieiv is ct'ru-
pled wirh a firm call fbr a elinical rrial.

Physicians, pat ients benef i t
from knowing no data exist
Idenrifying major gaps in our knou'l-

edge is helpful nor only for rhe furure
r€searCh agenda, bur also for parients
ancl pracririoners. As a parienr, if I was
being bullied by a clocror tc'r have a
rrearnrenr which I had misgivings
abour, fincling no evidence ro supporr
irs use woulc-{ empower me ro challenge
rhar doctor ar-rcl perhaps ask for a sec-
ond opinion. As a clinical clermarolo-
gist, I would fincl a review that rold me
no reliable dara are available on rhe
treatmenr of psoriasis of rhe nails for
instance, very helpful. I would feel
happier in relying on my "clinical expe-
rience" or on colleagues'opinions, and I
would feel less paranoid rhat I mighr
be missing some new and importanr
trial thar has been published recently
in one of the 702 specialist dermatol-
ogy journals rhar i do nor have rime ro
read.



Training Activities
September'December

Australasian Gochrane Gentre
Sept 14-15 - Aucklanc-I, NZ - Consumer Worl<shop
Scpr 24 - S1'dnc1' - Preparrng a prorocol
Sc | t l J  -  Sydney ' -  Us ing  RcvMan
Decen'rber 2-4 Adelaicle

Brazi l ian Gochrane Gentre
Seur 14 - Brazilian Cochrane Cenrre -

Inrroduction to rhe Cochrane Collaborarion
Scor 18 - Brazilian Cochrane Centre -

Developing a prorocol for a systematic review
Sepr 25 - Braziiian Cochr,rne Centre - Gerring a revicr.r'
into RevN'lan

Ganadian Gochrane Gentre
Sc |1  l -4  -  D , r lhor rs ic  -

Introduction rc', the Cochrane Collaborarion
Teachine, crcaring, ancl applf ing Cochrane rt:vio"'s
Sepr. 14 - -C)rraw;r - Lite rature search, sraristical merhct.ls,
ReuMa.,

French Gochrane Gentre
Sepr 23 - Frencl-r (lochrane Centre - I-Iandsearching
Seot 24 - French Cochrane Centre - How to wrlte a

1'rt'rta-ccr l
Sepr 25 - French Cochrane Cenrre - How to enter dara in
RevN4an

Ital ian Gochrane Centre
Ocr 14-15 - Palermo, Sici ly

Nordic Gochrane Gentre
Sept 23 - Helsinki - Hanclsearch workshop
Sepr 24 - Helsinki - Preparing a prorocol
Sepr 25 - Helsinki - RevMan u'orkshoP

San Antonio Gochrane Gentel
Sept 14-16 - San Antonio, TX -

S1'stematic Reviews Workshop

Spanish Gochrane Gentre
Ocr 14 - Barcelona - Eviclence-Based Medrcine
Ocr 15-16 - Valencia - Sysrematic Reviews/RevMan
Ocr 29-30 - Sevilla - Systematic Reviews/Rev Man

UK Gochrane Gentre
Sepr 14 - Oxford - Developing a Protocol for a Review
Sepr 15 - Oxforcl - Gerring a Review into RevMan
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Obtaining the
Gochrane
Library

The Co.:hrane Lrbrary Online is available on a subscrip-

rion basis directly from Update Software
(hrrp://q,1v111cochrane.co.uk), with servers in Oxford ancl

San Diego. Call +44 1865 5 i 1902 for details or en'rail
Updare Software ar trpilare(r)cochr.rne.co.uk. A CD-
ROM vcrsron also is avarlablc; trpclrrcs are maiiecl r1u;rrterll:

Prices fclr the two versions are .omp.rr:lb,lc. As clf Ocrober,

rhe least expensive license (single user) u.rll cost L120 UK,

$225 US. Priccs vary for rhe c'rher three oprions: sranc{-

alone rvorksr:rrion, organizational sire license ancl Inrraner

hostins. Call fbr cletails.

Systematic reviews training:
a 12 day course over 12 months
Jan-Dcc 1999 - Oxforcl - for health professionals and
researchcrs u'ho ',,, ' ish ro undertake a systemiti(r revie\\'.

Thc Oxfor.i S1'srernaric Review Deveiopment Progr:rmme
Cenr.c fbr Srarisrics in Medicine
Insrirurc of I-lcalrh Scrcnces
Closrng.lare f,-rr apprlications: October 30, 1998
Nlore Jerarls are orovidec{ on otrr u'eb sire:
h r r p, / / r,,' rnr'. t h s. ox. ac. uk/ cs m / s rdph o nre. h tm l

GOG}IRANE NEWS
Ediror

Karen Stamm

Drsscntirt : trron SpeiuLsr

Satr Autonio Coclrr:rtre Cetrter

Audie L. MuLphy Memorral Veterans Hospital

7-100 N' lerron Minrer Bivd. ACOS/AC (l  1C6

San Anronio. TX USA 78284

Ph: + 1 -2 1 0-61 7 -510A ext. 4266

F a x :  + l - 2 i 0 - 6 1 7 - 5 2 ) 4

Email: kstar:r m@verdicr. uthsc s.r.c.lu

Cochrane News is rhe internariotral newslerrer oi rhc

Cochrane Collabor:rrion (UK Registeled Charrq \e

1045921); Registered in Englurd No 30'1'1123'. lr *rLl he 1.ro-
duced rwice in 1998; contributions ale welcome. Deadline for

next issuer February 5, L999.It rs destribureJ b1' Cothrane

centers worldwide (listed or.r back page). The vrews expressed

are those ofthe authors, and are not necessari l l 'shared by rhe

Cochrane Collaboration, or the ediror.



r Gochrane Genters
Australasian Cochrane Centre
Flinc'ler'.s Medical Cer-rrr e
Bec.lford P;rrk, SA 5042
AUSTRALIA

Tel: 61 8.920,{ 5399
Fax: 6i I 8276 3305
E-m:ri l :  cochrane@fl in. lers.edu.ar.r

hmp:/ /som.f l inders.edu.au/fusa/cochr.ane/
delaulr.hrnrl

Balt imore Cochrale Cenrer
Depr. of EpiJemioiogy & Pr.evenrive Medicine
Universirl' of N4ar.;,land
506 \\  csr l- .r1 . .nc Srr ccr
Balr inrore. NID 21201- 1715
LTSA

Tel: 1 -110 706 0516
F: rx :  i  410  328 01  10
E-mail: cochrancg_Durnaryland.edu
I r ttpr : / / ww*'. cochrarLe. or g

Brazi l ian Cochrane Cenrre
Unidade dc Ensl io Clinrco c r\ ler;r,anahsc
UniversideJe FeJerel Jc S.ro P;iLrlcr
Rur PeJro Jc 

- lblcJo. 
59.r

Sao Paukr. SP 0.1019-OUr
B R A Z l L

I i l :  55  11  575 2970
5 5  1 1  5 7 6  $ 7 9

Fax: 55 1 | 570 0469
E-mail :  cochrane.dmed@"pm.bt.

htrp: / / l r i ru.mcmasrer' .ca/coclr lane/cenrres/
bra:ilial

Canadian Cochrane Cenrre
He:rlrh ]nformatrc,n Re'seer,:h Unir
Mc]Vlasrcr Univrr srn'
1200 l \h in  Sr .  \ \ l  Rrn .  3H7
Hrrnrlron. C)rrr.rrro L.9N 325
C , { \ A i  )  \
I  c l :  i  90 i  i :5  ! l  I  - l i t  Exr .  22  i  1  l

F.rx: I \)iti i ja i_) lll l
E-nr er.L: ioi lr  r .r l  r . '  g i .h s.nr. nr.rsreL..: :r
hr+t:/  /hr lu.nr.-nrtsicl . i .r  i  i . .ci l  .1l tc/ar-nrres/
Canadian/de f:rulr.  l r inr

Dutch Cochrane Cenrre
Depr of Clinical EprJenrrc.l.rgr .rn.1
Biostaristics

A, aJenri,  Medi.al Ccr rrr c
Universiq, of Amsrerdanr
Meibergdreef 15, J.2-221
Posrbus 22700

1100 DE Amsrerdam
NETHERLANDS

Tel: 31 20 566 5602
Fa-x: 31 20 691 2683
E-marl: cochrane@amc.uva.nl
hrtp:/ /wu'w.arnc.uva.nl

French Cochrane Cenr
Ce'tre Cochra". rr"".t"::
Cenrre Lyon Berard
28 Rue Laennec
Lyorr, Cedex 0B 69373
FRANCE

Tel :  33  178 78  28  Z l
F a x :  3 3  4 7 8 7 8 2 8 ) B

E-mail: ccf@up;l.u11jv-l1,on I .fr.

German Cochrane Cenrre
Lrsrirur fur lv{edrziursche
Bromerrie und Nledizinische Liformarik
Stelan-Nlerer '-Srr 26
D-7910.1  Frc rbur .g  i .  Br .
GERNlANI'

Tcl: -19 761 203 6706
Fax:  -19  76 i  :01  671 I
E-nrarl ,  nrarlg- io. lr lene.Je
hrrf :  /  /r i 'u '*,  rnrbr. unr, f i  erbulf .dc/cochlanc

Iral ian Cochrane Cenrre
Ccnrre for Hc.r lr ir  Care Rcse.rr. ir
l -abo1;1s611 of Clrnriai EprJerrrologl,
\ le l ro  Negr r  Ins r r ru r t
\/i:r Errrre.r 62
Mi lano 20157
ITALY

Tel :  39  2190115t9

Fax: 39 2 3)200 2i1
E-mail :  cochranelEirFm.mnegrl. l r

htrp: / /h ilu. m cm asrer.ca /.o..h r.ane /celrre s /lral
ian/def;rulr.hrm

New England Cochrane Center
Divisron o[Clinical Care Research
Neu' England Medrcal Center
750 Washingron Srreet, Box 63
Bosron,  MA 02 l l  I
USA

Tel :  1  617 6 i67670
Fax: I  617 6168023
E-mail :  - joseph.lau@es.nenlc.org
hmp;//polaris.nemc.org/medicine/ccr/cochr.an

e.htm

Nordic Cochrane Centre
Rrgshospiraler, Dept 7 1 t 2
Tagensve-j i8 B
Copenhagen N, DK-2200
DENMARK

Tel: -15 35 45 55 71
Fax: .15 35 45 70 07
E-mail :  general@cochr.ene.dk
hrrp: / /wwwcoch lane.dk

San Antonio Cochrane Center
Audie L. Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospiral
v A  A C O S / A C  ( l l C ) 6
7400 Merron Minter Blvd.
Sarr Arrtonio, TX 7828q
USA

Tel: 1 210 617 5190
Fax: 1 210 617 52i4
E-nrail: {:ochrane@merece.ufhsc.sa.edu
h np: / /h ir-u.m cmasrer.ca /coch rane /centres /
sananr- 1 /default.htm

San Francisco Cochrane Center
Insrirure lor Health Policy Studies
Universiry, of California
1388 Surrer St.,  l l th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94109
USA

Tel: I 41 5 476 1067
Fax: 1 415 4760705
E-nrarl :  sf i iqDsir ius.com

h np://h iru.mcmasrer.ca/coch rane/cenrres /
SanFrancisco /delau.lt.hrm

South African Cochrane Centre
Medical Research Cr:uncil
PO Box 19070
r) 'geroerg /)u)

SOUTH AFRICA
TeI: 27 21 918 0418

27 21  938 09 i  1  Exr . '138
Fax: 27 21 918 Oi42

27 21 938 0310
E-mail :  cochrane@eagle.mrc.ac.za

hnp://hi lu.mcmasrer.ca/cochra.ne/cenrres/

Sourh Af ican/

Spanish Cochrane Cenrre
,  a  ^  _  , .

fu l ldJd to  PJ fa  lau l r

08208-Sabadel1 ( Barcelona)
SPAIN

TeI )4 93 723 4094
Fax j4 9j 723 1804
E-mail :  cepss@siberia.chpr.es
ht[,,/ /wwrr'.alraveu.dhpr.es /cochrane /

UK Cochrane Cenrre
NHS Research and Developmenr programme

Summerrown Pavrlion, Middle Way
Oxford OX27LG
UK
Tel: "14 1865 516300
Fax:  44 i865 516311
E-mail: generai@cochrane.co.uk
hnp: / /hiru.mcmasrer.ca/cochrane/cenrres /
UK/defaulr.hrm


